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How the new apron impacts your driveway 
 
As part of the street reconstruction, your property will receive a new concrete driveway apron next to the street. 
The apron will replace the curb currently there, which is likely in poor condition. The new concrete apron will be 
2-feet wide and provide a much smoother transition from the street to the driveway. The following photos 
provide a general idea of the finished improvement. 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How much of the driveway will be removed to install the new apron? 
The answer depends on the driveway material and the condition it is in. 
 
Asphalt: If the driveway is asphalt and new (less than one-year old), it may be possible to remove only 2 feet and 
pour the new apron right against the driveway. If the driveway is more than a year old, then wheel path “cupping” 
has already begun, and the binding material within the asphalt has begun to lose its strength. This means pouring 
concrete up against the cupped/degraded asphalt will not result in a flat apron that matches the existing driveway 
all the way across. 
 
Unless the driveway is less than a year old, 4 feet or more of the driveway will be removed to allow for concrete 
forms and smooth concrete finish. In addition, an asphalt patch will replace the area between the new apron and 
existing driveway. It will be darker than the existing asphalt but will be the same or better strength and finish. The 
patch will fade over time to match the existing shade. Or more than likely, it will no longer look different once a 
sealcoat is applied. 
 
Concrete: If the driveway is concrete and in good shape, then it likely will be sawcut and the edge used as a form 
for the new apron. Each driveway’s joint patterns will be evaluated to determine the best sawcut location. More 
than the minimum amount may be removed so the joints appear more uniform. 
 
Gravel: The first 3 feet or so of gravel will be removed and set aside. The new apron will be constructed and then 
the removed gravel (or new gravel if necessary) will be backfilled behind the apron. 
 
Pavers: The pavers will be removed and set aside. Once the new apron has cured, the pavers will be replaced in a 
similar pattern as the rest of the driveway and cut and shaped as needed to fit around the apron. 
 
Decorative concrete: Please send an email to streetrehab@maplegrovemn.gov  to discuss your specific situation. 
The removal and replacement plan will vary depending on the extent of decorative concrete and location relative 
to the new apron. 
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What if I live on a cul-de-sac or curve? 
Installing a new apron between a curved street and a straight driveway means that removals may be necessary to 
accommodate a transition between the two. For example, asphalt cannot be sawcut along a curve. For a concrete 
driveway, most likely existing joints are straight and don’t follow the roadway curvature. It is also quite likely that 
replacement asphalt or concrete will vary in width in order to transition. The city will make the best decision 
regarding the removal limits, indicate those in the field, and notify you to review those and contact city staff with 
any concerns. 
 
What will happen if I have a sidewalk or am getting a new sidewalk? 
If there is an existing sidewalk that crosses the driveway, generally the city removes all the material between the 
sidewalk and curb and connects the new apron to the sidewalk with concrete. In the rare instance the sidewalk is 
set more than 6 feet behind the curb, the city may decide not to remove the driveway entirely and preserve the 
existing driveway to the extent possible.  
 
If individual sidewalk panels are significantly damaged such that they present tripping hazards, those panels will 
be replaced. For replacing a sidewalk or installing a new sidewalk, the removal limits are 2 feet behind the 
sidewalk to allow for formwork/transition. Removed driveway will be patched with like material -- asphalt or 
concrete. 
 
Will I be able to access my driveway during construction? 
Property owners have unlimited access during the project except for the time when the new concrete apron is 
curing, which is about five to seven days. During this time, residents will park on the street in front of the house. 
 
Why can’t the apron be installed without a patch in the asphalt driveway? 
Because the surface of the existing driveway is likely uneven due to wear and/or age, a flat apron will cause lips to 
occur between concrete and asphalt. Lips trap water that freezes in colder temperatures, catch snow shovels and 
plow blades, and grow more pronounced during winter heaving. The city does not recommend pouring an uneven 
apron that matches the cupped driveway as the apron will last much longer than the driveway. Any future 
driveway replacement or maintenance will be forced to match the undulating apron or else face exposed lips. 
 
If I am planning on replacing my driveway, how is that coordinated with the street reconstruction project? 
● Replacement is strongly encouraged after the road is completed. This allows the new driveway to be poured or 

paved directly against the new apron without patches or extra joints. Ideally, it is best to wait at least two to 
three weeks after the final roadway asphalt is placed. Doing so allows time for it to cure so that it is resistant to 
damage from your contractor’s equipment. 

● If you choose to replace the driveway prior to the project, please understand the new driveway will be cut to 
allow for apron installation, and a patch will be placed between the apron and the new driveway. If possible, 
plan on the last 2 feet being removed and have a joint placed in the concrete to make cutting easier.   

● Rebar is not added to concrete panels in the driveways or aprons installed. 
● If you are planning on replacing or widening the driveway, please contact the city as soon as possible so 

changes can be added to our construction plan sheets. 
 
Who is responsible for future repairs to the apron and patch? 
The apron is considered part of the curb and gutter system. The city will warranty and maintain any issues over 
the lifespan of the apron. If the apron is cracked, city staff will review and analyze. 
 
For questions, email streetrehab@maplegrovemn.gov, in the subject line please add your property address and 
project number. 
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